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INTERVIEW SUMMARY AND PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants provide the present responsive to the Examiner Interview of April 24, 
2008 and pursuant to the rules stated in revised 37 C.F.R. 1.121 that became effective on July 
30, 2003. 

If any extension of time for the accompanying response or submission is required, 
Applicant requests that this be considered a petition therefor. The Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fee, which may be required, or credit any refund, to our 
Deposit Account No. 50-0220. 

Proposed Examiner Amendments to the claims are reflected in the Usting of the 
claims, which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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Listing of the Claiwis: 

1-2. (Canceled). 

3 - (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 4 wherein the directory service 
further includes user objects. 

4 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 4 wherein the directory service 
further includes computer objects. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the directory service 
further includes printer objects. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the directory service 
further includes a directory service component with a descriptive parameter. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 4 wherein backing up includes 
storing object settings, links to directory service objects, and security information regarding 
directory service objects. 

S. (Canceled). 

9-10- (Canceled). 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 4 wherein pohcy data associated 
with a policy object is stored in a database. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the database where policy data is 
stored is the registry. 

13- (Canceled). 
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14. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for selective restoring 
of policy objects associated with a directory service of a computer system, comprising: 

backing up a plurality of the policy objects associated with the directory service of the 
computer system; 

detecting a problem with a selected one of the plurality of policy objects; and 
restoring the selected one of the plurality of policy objects without restoring others of 
the plurality of policy objects, further comprising at least one of the foUowintr: 

wherein backing up includes storing object settings, links to director/ service objects. 



wherein restoring includes restoring the selected one of the plurality of objects to a 
domain of the computer system from which it was backed up; 

wherein restoring includes restoring the selected one of the pluralitv of objects to a 
parent domain of a domain of the computer system ftom which it was backed upj 

wherein restoring includes restoring the selected one of the pluiaUty of objects to a 
child domain of a domain of the computer system from which it was backed up: or 

wherein a security privilege of the computer-svstem is required to effect a particular 
setting of the policy objects and wherein the method fiirther comprises delegating the security 
privilege to selected users for selected objects in the directory service, wherein various levels 
of security privileges can be delegated and wherein the levels of security privileges that can 
be delegated include the ability to configure an entire policy object or the ability to configure 
only one or a plurality of administrative templates contained in a policy object . 

1 5 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 4 wherein the detected problem 
comprises coiruplion of the selected one of the plurality of pohcy objects. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14 wherein detecting a problem 
with a selected one of the plurality of pohcy objects comprises detecting problems with a 
plurality of policy objects and restoring the selected one comprises restoring the plurality of 
policy objects with detected problems. 




directory service objects: 



PAGE 318*RCVDAT4l25/20089:54:22 AM [Eastern DaylightTirne]'SVR:USPTO{FXRF-»^ 



APR. 25. 2008 9:54AM 919-854-1401 MBS&S 



NO. 8712 P. 4 



In re: Prabakaran ei al. 
Serial No,: 10/092,646 
Filed: March 6, 2002 
Page 4 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14 wherein lestoiing the selected 
one of the plurality of policy objects includes replicating the selected one of the plurality of 
policy objects across domain boundaries of the computer system. 

1 S. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14 further comprising: 
analy;:ing the effect a particular setting of one of the policy objects will have on a 

particular target represented as a directory service object before the particular setting is 

implemented in the directory service. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 14 wherein [[a]] ttie security 
privilege of the computer system is required to effect [[a]] the particular setting of the policy 
objects and wherein the method further comprises: 

delegating the security privilege to selected users for selected objects in the directory 
service , wherein the various levels of security privileees can be delegated and wherein the 
Levels of secuntv pnvileges that can be delegated include the ability to configure an entire 
policy object or the ability to config ure only one or a plurality of administrative templates 
contained in a policy object . 

20. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 14 wherein restoring includes 
restoring the selected one of the plurality of objects to [[a]] the domain of the computer 
system from which it was backed up. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 4 wherein restoring includes 
restoring the selected one of the plurality of objects to [[a]] the parent domain of [[a]] the 
domain of the computer system from which it was backed up. 

22. (Currently amended) A computer system configured for selective restormg of 
policy objects associated with a directory service of a computer system, comprising: 
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means for backing up a plurality of the policy objects associated with the diiectory 
service of the computer system.; 

means for detecting a problem with a selected one of the plurahty of policy objects; 

and 

means for restoring the selected one of the plurality of policy objects without 
restoring others of the plurality of policy objects ^ further comprising at least one of th e 
following : 

wherein the mea ns for backing up includes means for storina object settings, links to 
directory service obje cts, and security information resardine directory service objects: 

wherein the means for restoring includes means for restoring the selected one of the 
Blurality of objects to a domain of the computer system from which it was backed up: 

wherein the means for restoring includes means for restoringihe selected one of the 
plurality of objects to a parent domain of a domain of the computer system from which it was 
backed up: 

w herein the means for restoring includes means for restoring the selected one of the 
plurality of objects to a child domain of a domain of the computer svstejii from which it was 
backed up: or 

w herein a security privilege of the computer system is required to effect a particular 
setting of the policy obj ects and wherein the svstem further comprises means for delegating 
the securit y privilege to selected users for selected objects in the directory service, wherein 
various levels of security privileges can be delegated and wherein the levels of security 
privileges that can be delegated include the ability to configure an entire policy object or the 
ability to configure only one or a plurality of administrative templates contained in a policy 
object . 

23 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14 wherein the detected problem 
comprises deletion of the selected one of the plurahty of policy objects. 
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24. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 4 wherein [[a]] tiie security 
privilege of the computer system is required to restore [[a]] the particular setting of the policy 
objects and wherein the method further comprises: 

delegating the security privilege to selected users for selected objects in the directory 

service. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 14 wherein restoring includes 
restoring the selected one of the plurahty of objects to [[a]] the child domain of [[a]] the 
domain of the computer system from which it was backed up. 



PAGE 6/8*RCVDAT4l25/20089:54:22 AM [Eastern DaylightTimel'SVRiUSPTO^FXRF-^^ 



APR, 25. 2008 9:54AM 919-854-1401 MBS&S 



NO. 8712 P. 1 



In re: Prabakaran et al. 
Serial No.: 10/092,646 
Filed: March 5, 2002 
Page? 

Remarks 

Applicants respond herein to each of the issues raised during the Interview. 
Applicants submit that the present application will be in form for allowance for the reasons 
more fully discussed below after entry of the Examiner's amendment requested lierein. The 
fonn of this response is as requested by the Examiner during the interview. 

Interview Summary; 

AppHcants' undersigned representative appreciates the courtesy extended by the 
Examiner in the telephone interview of April 24. 2008 (and in an earlier telephone contact 
discussing the same subject matter on April 20, 200S). During the interview, the Examiner 
indicated Claims 7, 10, 20, 21 and 25 this case contained allowable subject matter. 
Accordingly, to expedite allowance of the present application. Applicants have amended the 
claims above to place this case in form for allowance. In paiticular, independent method 
Claim 14 has been amended to recite that the subject matter of at least one of the claims 
indicated as containing allowable subject matter is included in the computer implemented 
method of Claim 14. In liglit of these amendments to Claim 14, Claims 19, 20, 21, 24 and 25 
have been amended as needed. As a result of these amendments, while Claim 14 recites at 
least one of the dependent claim subject matter recitations indicated as patentable is present, 
the respective dependent Claims 7, 19, 20, 21 and 25 are retained as limited to including a 
particular one of the added recitations of independent Claim 14, although others of the 
recitations may also be present and still be covered by these dependent claims. 

Independent system Claim 22 and the Section 101 rejection thereof were also 
discussed in the interview. The Examiner indicated a concern that this claim could be 
reasonably interpreted to cover software per se without a computer system. Applicants 
indicated such was not the intended scope of Claim 22, which is directed to a computer 
system configured to include the particular recited "means for," which themselves may take 
the form of software installed on the computer. Applicants further submitted that no flirther 
amendments are required to so Hmit the claims, at least as the claim is directed to a "system," 
not a computer program product, and to the use of "means for" type recitations, which must 
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be interpreted to be limited to the corresponding stnicture in the specification and equivalents 
thereof. 

Corresponding structure for the means for backing up is found, for example, in the 
specification at page 5, lines 1-11. Corresponding structure for the means for restoring is 
found, for example, in the specification at page 5, hnes 12-24. Corresponding structure 
discussing both is also found in the specification at page 6, line 1 to page 7, line 6. 
Corresponding structure for the means for detecting a problem is found, for example, at page 
3, lines 20-22. In particulaij the corresponding structure for all three policy manager means 
of Claim 22 maybe "software applications." Specification, p. 3, lines 1-2. All of these 
means for structures must be incorporated in a system. However, to make this distinction 
even clearer, Claim 22 has been amended above to recite a "computer" system to expedite 
prosecution of this matter. 

To expedite prosecution of this matter independent Claim 22 has also been amended 
above to include "means for" type recitations corresponding to the amendments to method 
Claim 14 above. 
Conclusion 

In view of the above, Applicants submit that the proposed amended claims place this 
case in a form indicated as allowable. Accordingly, Applicants request an Examiner's 
Amendment based on the Listing of the Claims above and allowance of the present 
application. If further informalities are noted, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
undersigned by telephone to expedite allowance of the present application. 




Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec, P.A. 
Post Office Box 37428 
Raleigh, NC 27627 
Telephone (919) 854-1400 
Facsimile (919) S54-1401 
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